
THE Tenderloin’s post
office at Golden Gate
Avenue and Hyde Street

has been going downhill steadi-
ly for some time now, and
despite community efforts to
clean it up and save services,
improvements are likely to be a
long time coming — if ever.

It has to make money to 
justify improvement, U.S. Postal
Service public affairs rep James
Wigdel told The Extra.

Wigdel was one of 13 peo-
ple who met for an hour Feb. 25
in Supervisor Chris Daly’s office
to powwow on the fate of the
Hyde and Golden Gate site,
whose lease is up next year. It
opened in 1991, after the ’89
quake closed the 7th and
Mission post office. 

Community members and
the Tenderloin police say it’s a
haven, inside and out, for drug-
dealing, gang activity and loiter-
ing, and has so few postal serv-
ices that customers are staying
away. The stamp machine does-
n’t work, drop boxes for outgo-
ing mail were removed two
months ago and box holders
can’t pick up their mail after
5:30 p.m. Until a year ago, the
building was open two nights a
week until 8:30 p.m. Forty per-
cent of the facility’s 7,000 boxes
are unrented, Wigdel said. 

The Feb. 25 meeting was
part of community activists’
effort to get the USPS to convert
101 Hyde into a full-service
postal facility. It started late last
year when a coalition of groups
— Hastings Law School, The
New Tenderloin, Tenderloin
Housing Clinic, Alliance for a
Better District 6, Tenderloin
Neighborhood Development
Corporation, Chinatown Com -
munity Development Center, the
YMCA, the Safety Network and
the North of Market Community
Benefit District — launched a
petition drive calling for the
conversion. 

At the meeting, the coalition
handed over its petition with
1,000 signatures to Winnie
Groux, USPS district manager
for San Francisco. The accompa-
nying letter was cc’d to Rep.
Nancy Pelosi and Postmaster
General Jack Potter. In addition
to Groux and Wigdel, TL police
Capt. Gary Jimenez and Hastings
CFO David Seward attended. 

Seward asked the Postal
Service reps to look for “sustain-
able solutions” to the communi-
ty’s concerns. Daly, who called
the Feb. 14 Operations and
Neigh borhood Services Com -
mit tee hearing on converting
101 Hyde to full service, asked
the Postal Service to be a better
neighbor. As things are now,
Daly said, the post office is
contributing to the “ghettoiza-
tion” of the neighborhood. The
Examiner reported that Capt.
Jimenez called 101 Hyde “pret-
ty much an abandoned proper-
ty” and said his officers are
“constantly chasing drug deal-
ers out of the place.”

According to Alliance for a
Better District 6 Executive
Director Michael Nulty, who
attended the meeting, Groux
also is concerned about safety.
She said employees at the site

have been assaulted, one just
the previous week.

Eight postal facilities are
within a mile of 101 Hyde,
Wigdel told the group. Three are
in the Tenderloin, including a
small full-service site in the
basement of the old Federal
Building on Golden Gate and
Fox Plaza.

The Postal Service has good
reason to look hard at all three
right now. The 101 Hyde lease
comes due next year, and the
old Federal Building site — you
need to go through heavy,
heavy security to get stamps —
is up for consolidation as offices
move into the new building on
Seventh Street. 

And the Fox Plaza site is on
the chopping block and could
be gone in a year or two.
Owners Archstone-Smith filed in
December to demolish the two-
story building that houses the
postal facility and build a 250-
unit market-rate apartment
building.

“Fox Plaza is one of the
busiest post offices in the entire
city,” Widgel told The Extra. He
thinks that’s good news for the
Tenderloin because when USPS

evaluates its financial options,
it’s going to go where the busi-
ness is.

“Community input is impor-
tant to us,” he said. “At the
meeting, neighborhood people
gave us things to think about as
we go forward, like the informa-
tion about growth in the area.
Area growth means growth for
us. We’re mandated by law to
make money.”

Wigdel said the next step
will be to turn over all the infor-
mation about options to a Postal
Service facilities group — “our
real estate and building experts”
— and reconvene the
Tenderloin group again in about
a month.

The day after the meeting,
North of Market Community
Benefit District Manager Elaine
Zamora emailed community
supporters of a full-service post
office: “I believe we are making
some progress . . . [At the meet-
ing] we noted that . . . it is the
added eyes and ears of the cus-
tomers who would frequent a
full-service post office that
would bring security to the site.
This was not something that had
occurred to [USPS officials].” ■
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for... 

GOOD 
NEWSfor... 

BOEDDEKER PARK Friends of Boeddeker
Park has long wanted a bulletin board for the
front gate. Now the park will get it. The Friends
received a $5,000 Community Challenge Grant
from the city and within six months the 4-foot
by 4-foot bulletin board will go up outside on
the fence near the Jones and Eddy streets gate.
And it will be special. Metal sculptor Amy
Blackstone will create an ornate steel border
around it. She will unveil her design at the
Friends’ March 13 meeting in the clubhouse.
Blackstone has created sculptures at Helen Wills
Playground on Russian Hill and in Kid Power
Park in the Mission. “I tried to get a Tenderloin
artist but the one I called recommended Amy
and so did Rec and Park,” Friends’ Chair Betty
Traynor said. “I had her in mind myself.”
Community announcements and other material
will be approved by park Director Al Wimberly. 

TAX FILERS Families that earn $42,000 or less
can get their 2007 taxes prepared for free at
eight central city sites, and may find they’re eli-
gible for the Earned Income Tax Credit, which
could put up to $4,700 back in their pockets.
Earn It! Keep It! $ave It!, a United Way-led coali-
tion of 230 community organizations, founda-
tions, government agencies, churches and finan-
cial institutions in seven counties, sponsors 39
sites in the city and many more throughout the
region. Last year, the program helped almost
23,000 Bay Area families get back $23.9 million
in tax refunds. Dial 211 to find the nearest site
or go to earnitkeepitsaveit.org. 

GREEN STREETS In November, good citizens
John Nulty and David Baker surveyed the TL,
came up with a list of eight street trees damaged
by accident or vandalism, and sent the list to
DPW and other city agencies responsible for
greening the city. Some trees were still saplings,
planted during the mayor’s 2006 greening initia-
tive. Early this year, DPW’s Bureau of Urban
Forestry was out replacing not only the trees on
the list but three others that were looking
peaked. Celebrate spring and the new trees at
424 Jones, 450 Jones, 318 Leavenworth, 222
Hyde, 623 Ellis, 741 Ellis, 795 Geary and two
each at 430 Hyde and 308 Eddy. The communi-
ty thanks DPW for its quick work. 

THE TENDERLOIN Four boys on the
MacCanDo Tenderloin Youth Track Team have
qualified to compete July 11-15 in the 42nd
International Children’s Games, which are
expected to draw 2,000 athletes ages 12 to 15
from 60 countries. Qualifying in three track and
field events each at Kezar Stadium on Feb. 10
were Simon Xie, David Ngyuen and Aaron Lam,
all 14, and Tony Lau, 12. Kezar, where the
MacCanDo team practices weekly, will host the
track competition. At the first of the year, when
coach and Rec and Park Co-director Rob
McDaniels was reassigned, he moved his team
recruiting base from Boeddeker Park to
Tenderloin Children’s Playground a block away.
“And these four just popped up,” McDaniels
said. “It’s their first year on the team.” He pre-
dicted Aaron Lam, who lives on Eddy Street,
would do well. “He’s a power runner and very
inspired,” McDaniels said. “He runs the 400
meters like Edwin Moses. Well, I shouldn’t jump
to comparisons.” In various combinations, the
boys qualified in 100-, 400-, 800- and 1,500-
meter categories, and in the shot put, high jump
and long jump. 

If you have some good news, send it 
to marjorie@studycenter.org or 
tom@studycenter.org.
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Tenderloin activists rally in front of the 101 Hyde St. post office that
has been cutting services.

Residents rally, but outlook bleak, 
for full service Tenderloin post office
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