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Credentialing is not the same as Accreditation
Accreditation is a step on the path to Credentialing and Credentialling is essential to Accreditation

• Accreditation is the annual review of Association compliance with Regulation 7 
Association Matters

• Accreditation is the responsibility of the Accreditation Sub-Committee (Associations) 
• Collects and reviews the Accreditation materials
• Oversees the PFI (Plan for Improvement) process
• Assists Associations in understanding and meeting their accreditation 

requirements
• Prepares the report to Organizational Services as to which Associations have 

fulfilled the Regulation 7 requirements (Fully Accredited) or are making progress 
toward fulfilling the requirements (Provisionally Accredited) to seat a delegation at 
the Annual Meeting

Credentialing is the process under which delegations are seated. 
• Organizational Services confirms delegation is complaint with Article 7and works with 

Association and Organizational members that are not compliant to resolve the issue 
• Organizational Services hears all disputes regarding the seating of delegates 



Article 7

Pg 21-22 of the 2024 
Governance Manual





Association Delegate Requirements







Constructing your Delegation

• How many delegates? 
• Accreditation requires either 3, 4, 6, or 8 as a minimum depending on population
• Delegations may have 12 or more depending on membership 

• Add one delegate for each 1000 members

• Each Delegate must be:
• A member of USATF
• A member of your Association
• Registered for the Annual Meeting

• The delegation must have
•  33.33% of the delegation that meet the athlete requirements 
• 1 to 4 coaches depending on the size of the delegation

• Dual roles (coach and athlete are allowed)
• Delegations of less than 4 - one must be either a coach or an athlete



What is a qualifying Athlete? 

Individual must identify and provide evidence of a USATF sanctioned 
competition in which they participated in the 24 months prior to December 6 
2024 (Dec 6 2022 is the cutoff date) 



What is a qualifying Athlete? 



What is a qualifying Coach? 

USATF Certified coaches as indicated on the Coaches Registry

Coaches by vocation – evidence of a School/College coaching position either by
letter from the school, contract showing school and title, or other evidence 
that the school/college recognizes the individual as a staff position 



Crafting your Delegation
1. Select your representation needs and resources available

• You will need at least one to attend Association meetings
• Do you need to cover Committees critical to your Associations
• Do you have individuals with leadership responsibilities
• Who can be in the room to vote on Sunday

2. Identify how many delegates you want to send to the Meeting
• How many are needed for Accreditation? (3, 4, 6, or 8)
• How many are allowed based on the size of your membership (12 to 20)

• From that number how many must check the box as athlete or coach 
(use the chart in Appendix D of the Governance Manual

3. Have your delegates register early as that is what will open the vetting process for 
athletes and coaches. 

4. Have your delegation manager place the delegates early – there is a narrow window 
by which the delegate manager can make changes if an athlete or coach does not 
pass vetting. After that it has to be done by the National Office by hand and as we 
found last year – that is beyond cumbersome  
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